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of political and social life find more or less powerful
representation, rather than internally homogeneous armies
which stand sharply opposed. There are certain historic
traditions taken over from the Tories and Whigs which
continue to influence modern Conservatives and Liberals;
but as it was with the aristocratic Tories and Whigs of
the end of the eighteenth century, so also is it with their
democratic legatees ; the differences of principle have become
less and less distinct till they have almost disappeared.
The two great parliamentary parties are not divided by
any deep unbridgeable chasm in the social body of ithe
nation, or by great differences in principle which find
their expression in the party cleavage. The same interests
of rank and class are represented in both, though with
different political shades on many points. It is, for instance,
the fact that the landed interest is almost exclusively con-
nected with the Conservative party, that the Trade Unions
and the Nonconformists are traditionally Liberal ; that,
again, the chief supporters of the Established Church are
almost always Tories. On constitutional questions, however,
there has been for some time only one deep line of division,
that drawn by Mr. Gladstone's Home Rule policy ; and even
this has been considerably weakened during the last ten
years. The two parties which compete for power are not
separated by the maintenance of irreconcilable principles,
but by differences of method in approaching individual
concrete questions of domestic, foreign, financial, economic,
social, and ecclesiastical policy; their differences, however
important they may appear to eager partisans, are but
varieties of method among men standing upon the broad
platform of common national policy, common fundamental
conceptions, and common interests. The marvellously strong
national feeling, the intensely living historic tradition, and
the deep conservative spirit which are so ingrained in all
classes, carry the unexampled political and social cohesion
of England, as compared with other states, to a height
transcending all partisanship. This is the ultimate reason
and real explanation of a characteristic phenomenon of
both centuries of parliamentary government, namely, that in
the classic land of party government and party warfare, the